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Dear Jeannette, 
  
... This just in July 1, 2009: POLST on
potential veto list

Hawaii's Governor Linda Lingle has included HB1379 HD2
SD2 CD1  Physician Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment
(POLST) in her potential veto list of 65 bills.  

This comes as a surprise as the final version of the
POLST legislation was passed by both the Hawai'i State
House and Senate and represents a strong compromise
that all parties have agreed to in committee.

Our core POLST team has asked the Governor's office for
a meeting to answer questions and determine what the
outstanding issues are.  We are hoping that that meeting
will clear up any misunderstandings that the Governor
may have.  If it doesn't, we will certainly let you know
of our next steps. 

At this time we are not asking people to contact the
Governor as we hope that the face-to-face meeting can
solve the problem.  However if you would like to weigh
in on the issue, please do so.  We feel very strongly that
POLST enables patients wishes to be honored and allows
healthcare professional to provide individualized,
compassionate care.  We do not want this legislation
vetoed. 
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Public comments may be sent to the Governor's office as
follows:

Email: 
governor.lingle@hawaii.gov 
or gov.policy@hawaii.gov
Fax: (808) 586-0006

Mail:  
Office of the Governor
Hawai'i State Capitol, Executive Chambers
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

POLST article in Honolulu Advertiser 

Kokua Mau and the POLST legislation (Physician Orders
for Life-Sustaining Treatment) were features in the
Honolulu Advertiser from June 15, 2009. This gives good
background on the significance of the bill.  For the
article: "Hawaii bill gives patients a voice" click here.

  
EPEC™-O

EPEC™-O (Education in Palliative and End-of-Life Care
for Oncology) is a comprehensive, multimedia, train-the-
trainer curriculum in palliative and end-of-life care (e.g.
pain and symptom management, care planning,
communication) to educate and equip physicians, nurses,
and other health care personnel with the skills needed
to address the physical, psychosocial, and spiritual
suffering associated with cancer. 

The EPEC™-O curriculum was initially produced by the
EPEC™ Project at Northwestern University's Feinberg
School of Medicine, with major funding provided by the
National Cancer Institute and supplemental funding
provided by the Lance Armstrong Foundation. The
American Society of Clinical Oncology and the Oncology
Nursing Society provide partnership support in
dissemination of the EPEC™-O curriculum. CME/CE
credits for EPEC™-O are available though 2012 for
doctors and nurses. Click here for details.

Links to Kokua Mau needed

Kokua Mau launched its new website in February 2009.
To increase exposure to our website we need as many
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You can also support Kokua

Mau while you do your on-line
shopping! 

Go to Goodshop.com, type in
"Kokua Mau" as the charity

you'd like to receive a
percentage of all your

purchases, and then shop
away at over 300 stores.
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links on other websites as possible. Please consider
putting a link to us on either your organization's website
or suggest websites you know of we might approach as a
good match.

Last but not least you can now find past Kokua Mau
newsletters on our website.

Thank you. Have a great summer.

Jeannette Koijane
Executive Director
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