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HAWAII HEALTH LEADERS APPOINTED TO NATIONAL HOSPICE AND 
PALLIATIVE CARE BOARDS 

** Hospice Hawaii’s Kenneth Zeri and The Queen’s Medical Center’s Daniel 
Fischberg Represent Hawaii on the national hospice and palliative care front ** 

 
HONOLULU – Two national hospice and palliative care organizations recently 
appointed Hawaii healthcare professionals to its board of directors. Kenneth L. Zeri, 
RN, MS, president and chief professional officer of Hospice Hawaii, was elected to the 
National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization (NHPCO) Board as a National 
Director, and Daniel Fischberg M.D., Ph.D., medical director of the Pain and Palliative 
Care Department at The Queen’s Medical Center, was elected to the American 
Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine (AAHPM) Board as Director at Large. 
 
As one of the most respected leaders in Hawaii’s hospice and palliative care industry, 
Zeri has been instrumental in shaping palliative and end-of-life care in Hawaii. 
Fischberg, who is board certified in the specialties of Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
and Pain Medicine, was the first physician in Hawaii to be fellowship trained in 
Palliative Medicine, and has served at The Queen’s Medical Center as medical director 
for the largest hospital-based palliative care service in the Pacific since 2004. In the last 
several years, Zeri and Fischberg have collaborated on various hospice and palliative 
care programs, legislation and other initiatives.  
 
“It is an incredible honor to be selected to serve on the NHPCO board,” said Zeri. “I 
want to make a difference in how our society cares for the chronically debilitated and 



terminally ill. Serving on the NHPCO board will allow me to collaborate with other 
leaders to make a difference on a national level.”  
 
“I’m looking forward to serving on the AAHPM board as we continue to work towards 
expanding access of patients and families to high quality palliative care through 
training, education, research and public policy,” said Dr. Fischberg, who also serves as 
Associate Clinical Professor in the Department of Geriatric Medicine at University of 
Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine.  
 
NHPCO is the largest nonprofit membership organization representing hospice and 
palliative care programs and professionals in the country. Based in Virginia, NHPCO 
advocates for the terminal ill and their families and works to develop and provide 
information to its membership, conduct research, monitor government and regulatory 
activities, and collaborate with like-minded organizations such as AAHPM. 
 
AAHPM is the professional society for physicians, nurses and other health care 
providers working in hospice and palliative care. The Academy is dedicated to 
advancing hospice and palliative medicine and improving the lives of all people and 
families living with serious or life-threatening illness.  
 
About Hospice Hawaii 
Hospice Hawaii was founded in 1979 to serve patients with life-limiting illnesses and 
their families. Hospice is a philosophy of care and approach, which emphasizes 
palliative and supportive services. Hospice Hawaii strives to meet the physical, 
emotional, psychosocial and spiritual needs of patients by offering quality end of life 
care. For more information about Hospice Hawaii, visit www.hospicehawaii.org. 
 
About The Queen’s Medical Center 
The Queen’s Medical Center is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation, acute care medical 
facility accredited by The Joint Commission. The facility houses 505 acute beds and 28 
sub-acute beds and is widely known for its programs in cancer, cardiovascular disease, 
neuroscience, orthopaedics, surgery, emergency medicine and trauma, and behavioral 
medicine. Queen’s is home to a number of residency programs offered in conjunction 



with the John A. Burns School of Medicine at the University of Hawaii. Queen’s has 
achieved Magnet® status – the highest institutional honor for hospital excellence – from 
the American Nurses Credentialing Center. Magnet recognition is held by six percent of 
hospitals in the United States. Queen’s is the first hospital in Hawai‘i to achieve Magnet 
status. 
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